THE GREAT WAR
on a map in my office. He was suffering from a bad cold
then, and he returned to G.H.Q. at St. Omer and died two or
three days later.
About that time Brigadier-General (now General Sir John)
Du Cane left us for G.H.Q., and he was succeeded by
Brigadier-General (now Lord) Milne, and early in 1915
Colonel Maude (afterwards Sir Stanley) got command of
an infantry brigade at Neuve Eglise. I had been G.S.O.2 to
Colonel Maude since the start and had the greatest admiration
for him; his subsequent death in Mesopotamia was a tragic
loss to the Army.
There was only one man who was glad when Joe Maude
left us and that was our head clerk. He had been in the War
Office, before the war, as confidential clerk to Sir William
Robertson. He was used to putting on his hat in the War
Office at 5 p.m. and going home, and he did not understand
war. Colonel Maude was a man so full of energy that when
he dictated an order he expected it to be typed and issued in a
moment. This was always too much for the head clerk,
and when I told him that Colonel Maude had got a brigade
and was leaving at once, this worthy clerk disappeared for
two days. Whether, being Scotch, he expressed his joy in a
beverage from that country I shall never know.
Brigadier-General Milne was succeeded by Brigadier-
General Lynden Bell and, in April, I was sent as G.S.O.i to
the 4pth West Riding Division on its arrival from England.
I was succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel (now General) W. H.
Bartholomew. The 49th Division was commanded by Major-
General T. S, Baldock and was around Fleurbaix and Bac St.
Maur.
We were first of all put into the line near Fleurbaix, in
Lord Rawlinson's IV Corps and were on the left of the 8th
Division in. an attack made by that division which unfortunately
did not succeed.
We were shordy afterwards moved up to the extreme left